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Minutes of the February 17, 2021 

The State of Ohio Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors’ 

Education and Examination Committee 

 

Wednesday, February 17, 2021 
 
9:00 a.m. 
 
Pursuant to Section 4717.03 (A) of the Ohio Revised Code, the State of Ohio Board of Embalmers 
and Funeral Directors convened its regular meeting of the Board’s Education and Examination 
Committee to discuss the Board’s business.  The meeting was conducted by means of a 
teleconference call as permitted through a provision to the Open Meetings Act. 
 
To protect the health and safety of all citizens of the state of Ohio during the ongoing declared 
pandemic and global health emergency related to COVID-19, meetings of a public body may be 
conducted by means of teleconference, video conference, or any other similar electronic 
technology in place of in-person meetings until further notice.  The ability to conduct meetings 
in such manner was enacted by the 133rd Ohio General Assembly with the passage of House Bill 
197 in response to Governor Mike DeWine’s declared emergency in Executive Order 2020-01D 
on March 9, 2020.  In November 2020, Ohio legislators passed House Bill 404 including a 
provision to extend the emergency use of conducting meetings of a public body to July 1, 2021.   
 

 

1. Convening of the Committee – Chairperson Rettig 

 

Calling of the Roll 

 

Chairperson Jon W. Rettig, Sr. called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.  Executive Director of the 

Board Cheryl Grossman took roll call for the meeting.  The following committee members were 

in attendance of the meeting: 

 

Amanda E. Crates; George Horne, II; Edward C. Nurre, Jr.; Jon W. Rettig, Sr. 

 

Jarrod Williams of the board office staff took attendance of persons attending the committee 

meeting by teleconference.  In attendance were the following: Cathy Elkins of Funeral 

Consumers Alliance of Central Ohio; Jack Lechner, Jr., and Elizabeth Williams of Cincinnati 

College of Mortuary Science; and Craig Stires and Melissa Sullivan of Ohio Funeral Directors 

Association. 

 

Also, in attendance were Board Member William C. Wappner, Board Counselor and Associate 

Assistant Attorney General Joshua Monroe, and Continuing Education Coordinator Kim Bourk.  

 

Mr. Rettig welcomed all to the committee meeting. 
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Mr. Rettig stated that the first item on the meeting agenda is to consider the previous month’s committee 

meeting minutes.  Mr. Rettig asked the committee members if they had opportunity to review the January 20, 

2021 Education and Examination Committee Meeting Minutes.  The committee members responded that they 

had. 

 

Edward Nurre moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to approve the 

January 20, 2021 Education and Examination Committee Meeting Minutes as presented.  The motion was 

seconded by George Horne.  Mr. Rettig asked for discussion on the motion.  There was no discussion.   

 

Motion by Edward Nurre, second by George Horne 

Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Edward Nurre, Jon Rettig 

Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 

 

Mr. Rettig reminded all that during the previous month’s committee meeting, a question arose about an 

application submitted by MKJ Marketing.  Mr. Rettig announced that Kim Bourk researched the question and 

provided him with the information requested and all is good with that application. 

 

Mr. Rettig reminded all that The International Conference of Funeral Service Examining Boards will host their 

annual meeting February 24-25, 2021.  He added that this meeting will be conducted virtually for the first time 

and is expected to provide thirteen and one-half credit hours of continuing education.  Mr. Rettig informed the 

board inspectors they were eligible to attend and receive continuing education hours.  He also announced that 

Executive Director of the Board Cheryl Grossman is scheduled to speak during the Panel Discussion and 

encouraged all to tune in.   

 

Mr. Rettig requested that Kim Bourk, the Board’s Continuing Education Coordinator, to begin review of the list of 

applications for continuing education programs.  Kim Bourk thanked Mr. Rettig and stated that before the 

committee today were applications for seventeen programs by eight providers.  She noted that 117th Annual 

Meeting of The Conference was among the included. 

 

Mr. Rettig asked Ms. Bourk if there were any issues or concerns with the applications.  She responded that there 

did not appear to be any concerns with the applications. 

 

Ms. Bourk asked the committee members if they had any questions about the list of continuing education 

program providers.  There were none. 

 

Edward Nurre moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to approve the 

continuing education programs as presented.  The motion was seconded by George Horne.  Mr. Rettig asked for 

discussion on the motion.  There was no discussion.   

 

Motion by Edward Nurre, second by George Horne 

Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Edward Nurre, Jon Rettig 

Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 

 

Mr. Rettig read aloud the names of the two individuals who applied for a Fifty Years of Licensure Exemption of the 
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continuing education requirements.   

 

Jon Rettig moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to approve the 

applications for 50 years of licensure exemption of the continuing education requirements as presented.  The 

motion was seconded by Edward Nurre.  Mr. Rettig asked for discussion on the motion.  There was no discussion. 

 

Motion by Jon Rettig, second by Edward Nurre 

Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Edward Nurre, Jon Rettig 

Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0   

 

Mr. Rettig asked Ms. Bourk for confirmation that there were no requests from individuals for credit hours for 

attending and participating in a continuing education program out of the state of Ohio.  Ms. Bourk responded that 

there were none to consider at this time. 

 

Mr. Rettig shared that the board office and committee have been working together to revise the Apprenticeship 

Tasks Lists to declutter, clarify, and make consistent the information included on each.  He anticipated completion 

of the revisions to be soon and hopes to present them at the next committee meeting for review. 

 

Mr. Rettig announced that the committee completed its last item on the meeting agenda – ahead of the 

shortened time slot – and asked if there was any further discussion before the committee.  There was none. 

 

George Horne moved for the committee to adjourn its meeting.  The motion was seconded by Amanda Crates. 

 

Motion by George Horne, second by Amanda Crates 

Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Edward Nurre, Jon Rettig 

Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0  

 

Mr. Rettig thanked all for attending the committee meeting. 

 

February 17, 2021 meeting of the Education and Examination Committee adjourned at 9:12 a.m. 

 

 


